Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


1  ‘n  .7  1  L  I  i-:'  ^ 
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"broadcast  hy  a  netvrork  of  50  .associate  EEC  radio  stations,  Thursday,  June  13,  1935, 
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Hello  Eolks.  I  hope  you  enjojred  our  little  strawherr.}/-  roundup  last  Thursday;' 
"but  I  wish  you  could  have  looked  in  upon  the  gang  here  in  the  studio  at  the  close 
of  the  program  sampling  Ivirs,  Beattie’s  strawberry  sunshine  preserves.  That  was 
the  part  that  we  oould  nob  put  on  the  air  without  television.  3y  the  wo^r  Miss  "Van 
Deman  told  j^ou  how  to  make  stravf"berry  sunshine  preserves,  "but  some  of  you  may  not 
have  "been  a'ble  to  v;rito  the  directions  do’vm  and  I  am  sure  Miss  "Van  Deman  will  "be 
gla,d  to  send  3/’Ou  the  proportions  of  sugar  and  "berries  and  the  method  of  mcolcing  the 
preserves.  Or,  I  shall  "be  glad  to  send  you  Mrs.  Beattie’s  recipe  for  stra;j7"berry 
sunshine  preserves  which  v/as  handed  down  to  her  from  her  great  grandmother 
Catherine  Byrd  of  Virginia* 


No\7  there  were  several  points  touched  upon  in  our  strav/"berr3^  program  last 
Thursday  that  I  would  like  to  refer  to  and  emphasize  toda;''.  As  you  know  wonderful 
progress  has  "been  made  during  the  pa-st .  centur3^  in  the  improvement  of  a.ll  crops, 
horticultural  crops  in  particula.r.  Ta].oc  the  straw"berry  for  example  as  Dr.  Darrow 
pointed  out,  ther>.  xuave  "been a  nupi'ber  of  ver^?"  outstanding  and  remaTkahlo  varieties 
developed  from  our  two  native  wild  species.  These  are  the  Virginiana  or  wild 
straw"berry  of  the  Eastern  States  and  the  Chiloensis  or  wild  straw'berr^y  of  Chili 
and  or-'  Pacific  Coast  country,  commonly  known  a.s  the  "Beach”  stra,w"borry  because 
it  gr  /s  only  within  a,  mile  of  the  waters  edge*  Many  more  varieties  ha.ve  been 
bred  from  these  v/ild  sorts,  also  by  crossing  the  various  varieties. 


Tliis  i  s  a.  big  country  vdth  a  great  variety  of  soil  and  climatic  conditions 
and  when  it  comes  to  developing  varieties  of  fruits  and  other  crops  to  suit  these 
varying  conditions  we'  are  faced  by  a  big  problem.  You  may  recall  that  Dr.  Darrow 
told  you  last  Thursday  that  the  Dorsett  stra^wberry,  which  is  one  of  the  newer 
varieties,  is  especially  adapted  for  growing  in  the  middle  v/est  where  the  rainfall 
is  sometimes  rather  short  during  midsuraraer.  The  Dorsett  makes  rather  too  ma.ry 
plants  in  the  eastern  sections  but  makes  a  sufficient  number  in  the  sections 
where  the  rainfall  is  not  so  great.  The  Blakemore  was  bred  for  a  preserving  berry 
and  has  a,  firm  flesh  and  tart  fla.vor.  The  Fairfax  is  well  adapted  for  the  oa.stern 
sections,  and  so  it  goes,  special  sorts  to  suit  eadn  and  every  condition  and 
purpose,  and  it  is  the  plouit  breeders  job  to  produce  these  special  sorts. 


How  I  want  to  give  you  a,  few  practical  suggestions  a.bout  the  care  of  your 
strawberries  during  the  summer.  I  know  from  personal  experience  how  ea.sj''  it  is  to 
forget  all  a/oout  the  strawberries  after  the  berries  are  gone  and  simply  allow  the 
patch  to  go  to  weeds.  That  method  will  never  get  3^ou  good  fruit  for  next  se-ason 
and  right  now  is  the  time  to  begin  growing  the  crop  for  next  year.  If  you  intend 
to  renovafe  the  old  bed  then  mov/  the  tops  and  rake  them  off  then  chop  out,  tnin 
out  and  clean  out  the  most  of  the  old  plants.  I  an  speaking  now  of  the  regular 
spring-fruiting  varieties  and  not  the  everbearing.  Varieties  like  the  Dor- 
sett  that  make  plenty  of  new  plants  should  be  thinned  so  that  the  clumps  v/ill 
stand  fully  24  inches  apart  in  the  rows.  Those  are  the  mother  plants  that  send 
out  the  runners  and  produce  the  new  plants  and  it  is  on  the  new  plants  tha.t  you 
get  your  good  berries  next  year.  iVfter  the  plants  ano  thinned  and  the  old  trash 
all  taken  out  it  is  a  good  plan  to  scatter  a  little  fertilizer  all  around  and 

(over) 


"botuGen  the  plants  end  work  it  into  the  soil,  Tlio.t  will  stimulate  the  old  plants 
end  also  provide  nutrients  for  the  new  plants*  Jhiy  lorge  vacant  spaces  ma.y  he 
filled  in  b’-  taking  a.  spado  or  shovel  aoid,  lifting  a  fe^-r  of  the  old  cluiops  with 
■plenty  of  soil  and  setting  them  in  the  vacarit  spaces. 

Nov;  it  happens  tha.t  the  everbearing  varieties  do  not,  as  a  rule,  make  a 
large  number  of  new  plaits  so  the  old  ones  must  be  kept  and  well  cared  for.  The 
buds  that  produce  the  fall  crop  of  fruit  on  the  everbearings  are  formed  during 
midsummer  and  for  thoot  reason  the  everbearings  shoald  be  given  the  best  of  care 
during  July  and  August.  They  may  need  ’.-'atering  during  this  mids'ummer  period  and 
they  should  by  all  moans  bo  kept  ’-'ell  cultivated' and  free  of  weeds.  The  spring¬ 
bearing  sorts  form  their  fruit  bads  in  the  late  summer  and  fcO-l.  EaTl3'’  summer  is 
their  plant  making  period  and  the  late  summer  and  early  fail  the  fruit-bud  forming 
period  so  you  will  readily  sec  that  both  of  these  periods  arc  important  in  the 
production  of  a,  good  crop  of  berries. 

Now  Just  a  v^ord  about  the  spacing  of  the  strawberry  plants,  and  this  vd.ll 
apply  to  other  smail  fruits  as  well.  Recent  ojgperiments  have  shown  thai  both  the 
total  yield  and  the  size  of  the  berries  is  reduced  by  allowing  the  plants  to 
become  crowded.  In  those  tests  the  best  yields  of  ma.rkotaile  berries  v;ere  obtaine 
where  the  plants  were  8  to  12  inches  apart.  At  4  to  6  inch  spacing  the  yields 
were  only  about  half  those  of  the  10  or  12  inch  spacing  so  v/hen  you  thin  out 
.your  old  berry  patch  this  year  do  a  complete  Job,  Last  .year  I  allovrcd  the  plants 
in  my  patch  to  remain  entirely  too  thick  and  as  a  result  our  berries  were  small 
this  season,  and  besides  I  think  the  flavor  was  not  an  good  an  usuad., 

I  hope  you  vdll  not  think  that  I  have  ■unduly  emphanized  this  matter  of 
proper  handling  of  stranberry  beds  but  'AiO  strawberry  is  our  most  import¬ 
ant  small  fruit  and  I  want  to  see  all  of  you  get  the  greatest  amount  of  pleasure 
and  good  from  your  berries. 


